SLP Diagnostics wins $100,000 grand prize in the Alabama Launchpad Competition
Professor Krishnan Chittur, of UAHuntsville and Peggy Sammon of Magna Vista Group represented SLP Diagnostics at the Alabama Launchpad competition and received the grand prize of $100,000 in seed money towards their business plan.

SLP Diagnostics is developing a portable medical device that will provide 1 hour infection detection.  The device will be marketed to hospitals, physician offices, clinics and nursing homes and is expected to significantly save medical costs and improve patient outcomes by rapidly determining the infection source.  The technology is based on a Genetic Signature Probe, designed by Dr. Chittur and his team and the subject of an awarded U.S. Patent.   “This technology should revolutionize the way infections are detected, substantially reducing the time from sample to result.” says Chemical Engineering Professor Chittur, who spent his most recent sabbatical at HudsonAlpha studying genetics.   SLP Diagnostics has just recently become a Resident Associate company at the HudsonAlpha Institute for Biotechnology.  “This development would not have happened”, Chittur continued, “without the support of UAHuntsville, which provided early research funds and filed for the patent, and HudsonAlpha, where a strong collaborative environment nurtures new ideas and technologies.”

In 2009, Chittur encouraged Peggy Sammon, a local entrepreneur and business consultant to join the team and build the business case.  “In just the past few months, we have had several experts in the field join us as advisors.  There is a strong need for more rapid diagnosis of infection in many areas of the health industry,” says Sammon.
Dr. Marc Pusey, Chief Scientist and an expert in crystallization and fluorescence, has demonstrated the components of the system, including the sensitive capture of the emission from the Gene Signature Probe.

 “UAHuntsville is thrilled to have SLP Diagnostics achieve this validation and receive this important seed money.  We have been very impressed with this technology and its commercial promise since we first started working with Professor Chittur” said Kannan Grant, Director of the Office of Technology and Commercialization, UAHuntsville. 
The Alabama Launchpad competition is held annually and is funded by the Economic Development Partnership of Alabama, the Alabama Research Alliance, seven partner universities and 19 corporate sponsors across the state.   Glenn Kinstler, Launchpad Director,  noted that “This year  was the strongest field of competitors in the four years of the competition.  SLP Diagnostics and UAHuntsville should be very proud to be  chosen as the first place winner from an initial field of  45 entries.   Our mission is to support high-growth entrepreneurship in Alabama as a form of economic development.  By supporting early-stage startups such as SLP Diagnostics, we are creating new knowledge-based jobs and helping to diversify Alabama’s economy.” 
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